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“PotrricaL Economy, No. 3,” is inserted in the 
resent sheet. The subjecis proposed to be no- 
ticed will occupy two numbers more. —_,, 


a 











“Becret Papers. 


The editor is indebted for the following papers to 
the politeness of President Apams. They afford 
1s some light to the history of our own times, and, 
on that account, as well to comply with the wishes 
of the venerated gentleman that they should be 
preserved in this work, are gladly inserted. At 
the date of these papers Mr. Anams was vice-pre- 
sident of the United States—and his opinion being 
required by President Wasutncron goes to shew 
a state of things then existing, different, we be- 
lieve, from what has been the practice since. In 
communicating these papers Mr. ddams says— 


“Inclosed are four papers.—No. 1. A letter from 
President Washington, Aug. 27, 1790; No. 2. Ano. 
ther letter on the same subject, on the same day, 
Aug. 27, 1790. No. 3. First rough draught of an 
answer, in my hand writing. 4. A copy of my an- 
swer to the president, which was sent to him, dated 
August 29, 1790, and which, if it was not consum- 
ed in the Vandalion combustion of Washington, is 
probably now in being among the archives of the 
president. : 

“J have motives of private honour and public duty 
for wishing to preserve these papers in print. Your 


repository is the best: and if you will insert them| 


youmay. But, whether you print them or not, I 
pray you to return them to me, as I find it is neces- 
sary for me to preserve voucHERS.” 
(No. L.) 
New-York, August 27th, 1790. 
Sin—Being very desirous of obtaining such aids 
and information as wili enable me to form a just op! 
nion upon the subject of the enclosed paper, in case 
the events therein mentioned should take place; I 
have taken the liberty to submit it to you for your 
consideration, requesting that you will favor me 
with an opinion thereon. 
With very great esteem and regard, I am, sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, 
GEO, WASHINGTON. 
Mr. Apams. 
(No. I.) 
(secner.) Uniren States, August 27, 1790. 
Provided the dispute between Great Britain and 


and its commerce with the West-Indies, are (oo 
obvious to need enumeration. - 

What then should be the answer of the -xecutive 
of the United States to lord Dorchester, in case he 
should apply for permission to march troops through 
the territory of the said states from Detroit to the 
Mississippi? 

What notice ought to be taken of the measure, if 
it should be undertaken without leave, which is the 
most probable proceeding of the two? 

Mr. Adams will oblige the President of the 
United States by giving his opinion in writing on 
the above statement. 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 

Mr. Apams. 


(No. TI.) 
Omitted—being the rough draft of No. IV. 
(No. TV.) 


New-York, August 29, 1790. 

Stn—That New-Orleans, and the Spanish posts 
on the Mississippi, will be among the first attempts 
of the English, in case of a war with Spain, ap- 
pears very probabie: and that a combined operation 
from Detroit, would be convenient to that end can- 
not be doubted. The consequences, on the western 
settlements, on the commerce with the West-Indies, 
and on the general security and tranquility of the 
American confederation, of having them in our rear, 
and on both our flanks, with their navy in front, are 
‘obvious. The interest of the United States duly 
| weighed, and their duty conscientiously considered, 
point out to them, in the case of such a war, aneu- 
_trality as long as it may be practicable. Tie peo- 

ple of these states would not willingly support a 
war, and the present government has not strength 
to command, nor enough of the general confidence 
of the nation to draw the men or money necessary 
until the grounds, causes and necessity of it should 
become generally known and universally anproved. 
| A pacific character, in opposition to a wariike tem. 
| per, a spirit of conquest or a disposition to military 
enterprise, is of great importance to us to preserve 
ix Europe: and therefore we should not engage even 
ina defensive war, until the necessity of 1" should 
become apparent, or at least, till we have it in our 
power to make it manifest in Europe, as well as at 
home. : 

In order to preserve an honest neutrality, or even 
the reputation of a disposition to it, the United 
States must avoid as much as possible, every real 
wrong, and even every appearance of injury to 





' 





Spain should come to the decision of arms, from a/ either party. Togrant to lord Dorchester, in case 


variety of circumstances (individually unimportant 
and inclusive, but very much the reverse when 
compared and combined) there is no doubt in my 
mind, that New-Orleans and the Spanish posts above 
it, on the Mississippi, will be among the first at- 
tempts of the former, and that the reduction of 
them will be undertaken by a combined operation 
from Detroit. 3 

The consequences of having so formidable and en- 
terprising a people as the British on both our flanks 
and rear, with their navy in front, as they respect 
our western settlements, which may be seduced 


ihe should request it, permission to march troops 
through the territory of the United States, from 
Detroit to the Mississippi, would not only have an 
appearance offensive to the Spaniards, of partiality 
to the English, but would be a real injury ‘o Spain. 
' The answer, therefore, to his lordship should be a 





refusal, in terms clear and decided, but guarded 
and dignified; in a manner, which no power has 
more at command than the President of the United 
States. Ifa mé@asure so daring, offensive and hos- 
tile, as the march of tro6ps through our territory 
to attack a friend, should be hazarded by the Eng- 





thereby, as they regard the seéurity of the union 
Vou NIP. T 


lish, without leave, or espetiallwafter a refinsal, it 
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iS not so easy to answer the question-— What notice 
ought to be taken of it? The situation of our coun- 
try is not like that of most of the nations in Europe. 
They have generally large numbers of inhabitants 
in narrow territories. We have smalinumbers scat- 
tered over vast regions. The country through 
which the Britons must pass from Detroit to the 
Mississippi is, I suppose, so thinly inhabited, and at 
such a distance from all the populous settlements, 
that it would be impossible for the President of the 
United States to collect militia or march troops suf- 
ficient to resist the enterprise. Afver the step shall 
have been taken there are but two ways for us to pro- 
ceced—one is war and the other negociation. Spain 
would, probably, remonstrate to the President of 
the United States; but, whether she should or not, 
the President of the United States should remon- 
strate to the king of Great Britain. It would not 


be expected, I suppose, by our friends or enemies 


that the United States should declare war at once. 
Nations are not obliged to declare war for every 
injury, oreven hostility. A tacit acquiescence under 
such an outrage, would be misinterpreted on all 
hands; by Spain as inimical to her, and by Britain 
as the effect of weakness, disunion and pusillani- 
mity. 

Negociation, then, is the only other alternative. 
Negociaticn, in the present state of things, is at- 
tended with peculiar difficulties. As the king of 
Great Britain twice proposed to the United States 
an exchange of ministers, once through Mr. Hartley, 
and once through the duke of Dorset, and, when 
the United States agreed to the proposition, flew 
from it, to send a minister again to St. James’, till 
that court explicitly promises to send one to Ame- 
rica, is a humiliation to which the United States 
ought never to submit. A remonstrance from sove- 
reign to sovereign cannot be sent but by an ambas- 
sador of some order or other: from minister of 
state to minister of.state it might be transmitted 
in many other ways. A remonstrance, in form of 
a leiter, from the American minister of state to 
the duke of Leeds, or whoever may be-secretary 
of state for foreign affairs, might be transmitted 


through an envoy, minister plenipotentiary or am- | 


bassacor of the president of the United States, at 
Paris, Madrid or the Hague, and through the Bri- 
tish ambassador at either of those courts. Tlie 
utmost length that can be now gone, with dignity, 
would be to send a minister to the court of London, 
with instructions to present his credentials, de- 
mand an audience, and make his remonstrance, but 
to make no establishment, and demand his audience 
of leave and quit the kingdom in one, two or three 
months, if a minister of equal degree was not ap- 
pointed and actually sent to the President of the 
United States from the king of Great Britain. Itis 
a misfortune that, in these eritical moments and 
circumstances, the United States huve not a minis- 
ter of large views, maiure age, information and judg- 
ment, and strict integrity, at the court- of France, 
Spain, London and the Hague; early and authentic 
mielligence-from those courts, may be of more im- 
portance than the expence: But as the representa- 
iives of the people as well as of the legislatures, are 
of a different opinion, they have made a very scanty 
provision for but a part of such asystem. As it is, 
God knows where the men are to be found who are 
qualified for such missions and would undertake 
them. [By an experience of ten years, which made 
me too unhappy at the time to be ever forgotten, I 
know that every artifice which can deceive, every 
temptation which can operate en hope or fear, ambi- 
tion or avarice, pride or vanity, the love of society, 


pleasure or amusement, will be employed to diverge 
and warp them frem the true line of their duty, and 
the impartial honor and interest of their country, 
To the superior lights and information derived from 
office, the more serene temper and profound judg. 
meént of the President of the United States, these 
crude and hasty thoughts, concerning the point 
proposed, are humbly submitted, with every senti- 
ment, &c. &e. , 








Political Economy—No. ITT. 


‘PROPOSITION THR FOURTH. 

That manufactures establish a steady home market that 
may be depended upon, and have been found every 
where to give a stimulus to agriculture—in which it 
will apbeur that it is not always the interest of indi- 
viduals to purchase a foreign article because they 
cun get it for less money than the domestic one costs, 

PROPOSITION THE FIFTH. 

That it is by. manufactures, only, that we can bring 
into operation the whole productive labor of our 
country; which is the true and only certain source of 
wealth in any one. 

PROPOSITION THE SIXTH. 

That certain manufactures, now exceedingly depress- 
ed, such as those of iron, for instance, must be sup 
ported, being indispensuble to our political indepen- 
dence—and that these manufactures being annihilat- 
ed, cannot suddenly be restored, if we should want 
them ever sa much. 

| PROPUSLTION THE SEVENTH. 

|Thut the high price of labor, as the phrase is, is no 

objection to manufacturing —for all wise nations pro 

hibit the importation of [or lay heavy duties upon) 
many things they want, which they could get for less 
money from abroud than they make them for at home. 

Insiance England, who refuses to receive the cotton 

goods of her own colonies in Asia. 








We think we have very clearly shewn that it is 
impossible for us, merely as an agricultural people, 
io clothe and supply ourselves in the comfortable, 
and, to a certain extent, in the luxurious mamner 
that we now do. With the most prosperous siate 
of things and at the very highest, and, indeed, ex- 
orbitant prices for the product of the soil, we seem 
to have the cupacity to raise a value of 

$495,653,000 
Of which we require, to subsist our- 








selves and our horses 314,612,000 
Leaving a surplus of 181,041,000 
But our wants for clothing, &c. are 
equal to 310,000,000 
And there would be an absolute an- 
nual deficit of 128,959,000 











This deficit, enormous as it is, under the circum- 
stances supposed, would be immensely increased— 
\if we required the import of 310 miilions instead 
‘of 60 or 70, and had for export the value of 180 
instead of the 60 or 70: the value of the imported 
| goods, by the increased demand, might be raised 
50 per cent., and that of those to be exported be 
depressed at the same rate, by their increased sur 
plus. Value is an arbitrary term as measured Ly 
money; for it depends altogether upon the plenty 
or scarcity, or demand, of the article valued. Mo- 
ney may become cheap as well as any thing else— 
witness the reportthat the governor of the besi¢g- 
ed city of Angustura (see page 236) had give? 
three dollars for a cat, fer fopd. In other cérctim 
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gtances, as Many millions of cats as there are grains 
of sand on the sea shore, would not fetch one cent, 
as animals for the food of men. 

But by balancing labor, or subdividing it between 
agriculture and manufactures, we overcome these 
otherwise insuperable difficulties—create a home 
market that takes off the surplus, and keeps down 
the price of imported commodities to a reasonable 
amount. 2 

This is easy shewn— 

The whole amount of days’ labor in the United 
States, that might be applied to agriculture, is esti- 


mated at 2,437,000 
Besides that of the unproductive classes 

and which cannot be brought into the 

common stock 
We say that there are now engaged in 

the manufacture of cotton, wool, fiux and 

iron—in the distilleries and breweries, 

and in the works of glass, clay, and pa- 

per 154,000 
As seamen, watermen, fisher- 

men, Shipwrights, &c. 100,000 
Suppose we add to those 

classes 100,000 
And, agreeing fo make our own 

sugar and molasses, take froin 

the other classes 50,000 





and additionally to manufactures, is sufficient to get 
rid of a surplus that, without manufactures, and 
this new proposed agriculture, it would be impos- 
sible for us to dispose of at all—and, therefore, the 
amount, is really so much profit absolutely gained. 
It follows then, with individuals as well as with the 
nation, that it may not be our interest to purchaee 
the foreign article because of its lesser price than 
the domestic one—and for the very best of reasons, 
(a *Puddy’s reason” I confess) beeause we could 
not pay for it The principle may he elucidated by 
the following case, which, though it may he an ex- 
treme one as applied to an individual, and apparent 
ly of small account, is exactly the state in which, 
we, as a nation, would be placed without manuface 
tures. 

Farmer A. 50 or 60 miles distant from a market 
—i. e. a body of consumers, not growers of grain 
and other vegetables—hias a very fine kitchen gar- 
iden in which he raises more cabbages, beans, peas, - 
&e. than his family can or will use, and they pe- 
rish on theirstalks. But B. asaddler, settles in his 
neighborhood and says to him, “I will give you a 
isaddle every year, or-make or mend harness for 
you to its value, for’the surplus of your garden 
| stuits.” “Nay,” says farmer A. “for these stuffs at 
| Baltimore, Philadelphia, or New-York would fetch 
me double the price of a suddle—it is not a fair 





404,000| exchans e, and you shall not have them.” Well 





Left for agriculturalists, mechanics ~ 


then,” returns B. “I will raise them for myself, or 


and manufacturers, other than those of $ 2,053,000|do without them,’’—and the vegetables perish as be- 


the few descriptions named . , 


(fore, or are not planted as they might be. A. car. 


We have conceded that the labor of agricultural-| ries his wheat to the cy, and of its proceeds buys 


may be rated at $235 per hand. 
Then— 
404,000 hands at 233 would be equal 


ists, including the value of their owa fuod, &c.!a saddle; the cost of which is 2s completely lost to 


; him forever as if he had thrown the money into the 


river—for he might have had as good a one for that 
t which produced him no value at all, 


to $94,152,000} It appears to me that this is sound doctrine, ap- 


And they would manufacture or con- 
sume— 


All the sheep’s wool, flax, hemp, 


plicable to every country, as long as the value of a 
thing is determined by the quantity and demand for 
it. To a certain extent there is a demand for our 





&e. valued at 40,000,000! agriculiural products, and at times for more than 


Manufacture—(including the labor 
of women, &c.) 45,000,000 lbs. 


|we have to spare: but with Europe at peace, and 
blessed with her usual crops, she may as well sup- 


cotton 11,250,000! ply us as we supply her with breau-stuffs and meats 
Make sugar and molasses worth —10,250,000| —and she would do it, by the cheapness of lxbor, if 


And use 16,000,000 bushe!s of grain 


lshe were not so oppressed by the requisitions of 


for drinks 12,000,000 ;her governments. And, indeed, and besides, to 





‘encourage and support their own agriculture, some 


167,632,000! of the nations will not receive supplies of these on 





‘any terms—it is in cases of necessity, only, that 


Which, deducted from the $181,041,000 worth of} they open their ports, and thus prevent a fair and 
surplus, would immediately reduce it to about 14 regular competition from us—without which we 
willions—if so low was thought adviseable, and|could bave no chance of making a profit in the end. 
keep the world rather dependent on us than make} The 5th proposition is manifested in the facts al- 
ourselves dependent upon any part of it. Fora foe; ready stated. By an entirevattenuion to agriculture 
reign market for the balance that we might have|we have a quantity of labor sufficicnt to raise an 
to spare would be communded, instead of sought for.\ uncertain value that may amount to 495,653,000 or 

Here, then, is an instait and complete relief to|be less than half that sum: but by manufaciturmg 
agriculture—but even this, important as it is, is but/to a reasonable extent we either consume or co- 


a small part of the advantages that we should de 
rive from this little insensible change of our habits 





-}mand a market for agricultural products of the cer- 
-ltain value of 400 millions, and create a value in 


. . a 2. i P per ‘. ice 

We might be furnished with 19-20ths of all the} goods worth 250 millions more—a ceriain ditier- 
manufactured articles we should want, and have an{ ence of at least 150 millions every year in our fa- 
ample balance to supply us with luxuries desired,! vor. ‘his vast amount, (I repeatut that every one 


the product of the sh 


ipping interest, and the labor] may remember it) originates in the advantages cle- 


of our invaluable seamen being added to thatof the! rived from dabor-saving machinery, and from bring- 


manufacturing classes. 


The first section of the 4th proposition is, in my 
Spimion, so entirely demonstrated as safely to be] > 


ing into opera ion the whole productive labor of the 
people. —@ 


The Gth proposition involves a subject of vast and 


left where it is. The Aome market, created by the| vital importance, and I exceedingly regret tuat I 
simple transfer of a certain portion of labor equal} shall have to dismiss it without a full exposition, 
to that of 150,000 hands, from the present pursuits} which I must do from the want of particular facts. 
of agriculture to another business of agriculture, The iron trade is mach depressed—almoss retingd> 
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‘The establishments for making iron require a great ‘and Keep up a spirit of intelligence, with a degree 


amount of capital, and years are necessary to get 
experienced workmen, and reduce so large con- 
cerns tosystem. Destroy these works and disperse 
the workmen, and when the day of calamity arrives 
—when war is made upon us, we shall lament our 
folly too late. Nothing, perhaps, suffers so much 
by neglect or want of use as works for the manufac- 





ture of iron—an interruption of their business almost 
amounts to the rum of those carrying it on. 


of independence, without which the useful classes 
must degenerate into herds of slaves. _No ioss is 
occasioned by the high price of labor, if its product 
is protected in a country; for it spreads itself 
through all ranks of society, and every body feels 
it, from the landiord, living on his rent-roll, to the 
miserable chimney sweeper. 

But, to return to the m: nufactures of iron and cor. 
clude the present number, simply to say that “‘come 


We have heard it stated that the manufacture of} what will,” in any event, and in every event, these 
iron in the counties of Huntingdon and Centre, alone, | manufactures must be protected. If they sink they 


in Pennsylvania,’ has produced a value of $1,000,000 
per annum, and employed, immediately, about 1500 
men, affording a living for them and their families; 
creating a most valuable home market for the far- 
mer, and giving labor to hundreds of mechanics 
scattered round the neighborhood of the works, 
forming little villages and towns, wearing the most 
prosperous and happy appearances; and raising the 
value of the land, by the market afforded for its 
products, 50 to 100 per cent. in every few years.— 
Thece manufactures must be protected. It is tmpossi- 
bie for us to prosper without iron works. They are 
a sine.gua non to the preservation of our indepen- 
dence. Every branch of society is interested in 
them—they have an importance that comes home to 
the doors of all men—and all men should unite to 
carry into the congress of the United States a due 
sense of thai importance. Labor is cheaper in Europe 


than with us, because our people live better andj 





; 


sink for years, The cost of putting them into ope. 
ration is too great, and the time employed to set 
them a-going too precious, to be hazarded by an 
uncertain policy. Let it be ascertained at what 
price a ton of iron may be furnished, leaving to the 
workmen a little more wages than are paid in most 
other branches of business, om account of the pecu- 
liar severity of their employment, and levy a duty 
upon the foreign commodity high enough to keep 
it from being fairly sold under that price—compe- 
tition will do the rest, and keep us from being ex- 
torted upon. This is as much the interest of the 
mere furmer as any body else; for it makes a market 
or his goods, and keeps up the price of them by 
the demand. 








Captains Heath and Perry. 
We have a pamphlet entitled, “Serious charges 


labor less—and we glory in it that they have some} against captain Oliver H Perry, of the United States 


of the comforts of life wath leisure to enjoy them; 
and the duty upon the foreign article must be in- 
creased, or no one will follow so severe a business 
here. ‘This brings us to a consideration of the 7th 
proposition. 

It has yet been the policy of the United States 
neither to prohibit the import or export of any thing, 
as apermanent regulation, and so far, perhaps, that 
policy has been a wise one. ‘ But circumstances 
alter cases,”—and we have the unanimous sanction 
of all the statesmen of Europe that a contrary course 
is best adapted to the situation of their several coun- 
tries. England, for instance, will not permit the 
export of wool, nor admit the import of cotton goods, 
even from her own colonies.* Each of these regula 
tions is intended to counterbalance the higher price 
of labor, (though it seems to be low enough now) 
and to find employment for her people at home. 
This kind of policy may certainly be extended to 
an unreasonable length, and be less fitted for our 
country than to any other—but who is prepared to 
say that it may not bea correct one in certain cuses ? 
It is not the nominal price which a man pays for a 
thing that determines its value to him. A bushel 
of wheat is dearer at one cent, to one that cannot 
procure that cent, than to another as the equivalent 
of a day’s labor which he has the power to exchange 
for it—yet the intrinsic value of the wheat would 
be the same. Jt ts the antniry to pay that fixes the 
value to the purchuser, as in the case of the farmer 
and the ‘dler just above stated. And it is point- 
edly the «terest of a free peopie that the price of 
labor should be kept as high as possible—to pre- 
serve the greater equality among the citizens, 





*A strong petition is before the house of com- 
mons from the English farmers, to prohibit, also, the 
amport of wool. The value of the domestic article 
has decreased from 3s. to 1s. 64. per lb. But so great 
is the distress of the manufacturing classes that it 
was thought the prayer of the petition could not be 
granted. 





navy, by John Heath, late captain of the marine corps” 
—and recently appointed consul at Teneriffe. 

It is a rule absolute with me not to admit any 
thing of a private or personal nature into the pages of 
the WerKty Reeister, though on one or two occa- 
sions [ inadvertantly transgressed it. For several 
days I have had the question urder consideration, 
and am not yet able to resolve it, whether the con- 
tents of this pamphlet should be estimated as hay- 
ing « public or a private charaoter. As the former, 
I would publish it though I had regarded those cen- 
sured by it as demi-gods—as the latter, I would not 
give it a place if my own father were living and was 
the complainant. 

The charges of captain Heath are really “‘serious,” 
and severely affect the reputation of com. Chauncey 
and capt. Perry; the latter as a tyrant, and the for- 
mer as conniving at a most flagrant abuse of autho- 
rity. According to the narrative, (which is well 
written, and seems to be a plain statement of facts) 
captain P. without provocation, and impelled by 
the fury of passion, after the most insulting lan- 
guage, descended to strike captain Heath, with lis 
fist, in the cabin of the Java,* and thea ordered him 
to be confined in his state-room, with a sentry over 
him, where he was kept from the middle of Septem- 
ber until the last of December, 1816, without trial, 
or being regularly charged with any offence, and 
then, a prisoner, asked by com. Chauncey for the 
charges that he intended to prefer against capt. P. 
It is, indeed, a most strange history—but it seems 4 
court martial was at last held, by which each of them 
was sentenced io receive a private reprimand. 

It is impossible that ‘we can easily give up the 
hero of Erie to a censure Jike this—or readily sup- 
pose that com. Chauncey and the gallant officers of 


na—< 





*For this capt. Perry, through capt. Crane and 
lieut. Macpherson, offered an apology, such as 
‘was thought proper for capt. H. to receive and 
capt. P. to make,”—but capt. H. then confined by 
capt. P. would not accept its 
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the squadron in the Mediterranean, should become 
parties in it through an unjust partiality for capt. 
Pp. or a pusillanimous fear of his renown. But so 
it is that, in our opinion, this pamphlet demands a 
reply. If its facts are mis-stated, it is easy to prov: 
them erroneous—if otherwise, they must make a 
“serious” impression, injure the service very consi- 
derably, and tend to produce a re-aciion against the 
naval establishment. Hence it is a public concern; 
for the people, in love of freedom, will not tolerate 
tyranny—be it committed by whom it may, 








Present state of England. 


It has long »ppeared to us, (tho? some may have 
thought that we ourselves were much in the same 
way) aS if an American newspaper could hardly be 
filled up, either with original or selected matter, } 
without having something in it about England, other 
than articles of ordinary intelligence—as though we 
had but little in our affairs to interest us. I have 
ardently wished that we could be brought to look: 
more at home: we have objects enough to command 
attention, and there are an infinity of things to do 
to accelerate the progress of the United States to 
a sure and solid independence. | 

It is universally admit‘ed that we shall bea great 
nation. The anticipation is delightful—but really, 
I should like to possess as much of the feeling that 
beiongs to an assurance that the fict zs so, as 1s pos- 
sible. Hence, I want to see an improved agricul- 
ture, with an extension of domestic manufac! ures— 
a study of political economy and a race of statesmen 
superseding that of policicians—the making of roacs, 
bridges and canals, with improvements of our nu- 
merous aud immensely important rivers and streams 
—an increased cultivation of the arts and sciences, 
and of learning m general; with the erection of per- 
Manent means for defending our country, &e and 
a jealous care exercised to preserve the national 
independence and keep up that high-toned spirit 
which at present belongs to the people at large. 1 
would that we should really feel as if we had a 
home and a country—and be ready to claim, as the 
proudest title that can be conferred upon us, 4 
citizenship of the United States. 

Therefore, we have sometimes been rather dis- 
gusted with the eternal ding dung in our papers 
about England, to the neglect of things that a thou- 
sand times more concerned us, and have done all 
that we could to give the current another direction. 
But, notwithstanding all this, we would liave given 
place to some very interesting letters on the pre- 
sent state of England, just published in the Suston 

Chronicle and Patriot, if we had had room for them. 
However, their merit has secured for them a very 
general circulation, and they are in the hands of 
Many of our readers. 
_ The state of the British empire is truly distress- 
ing. Misery walks abroad, and is to be met with 
every where. 
Starvaiions and executions—distraints of the govern- 
Ment and robberies by individuals—and with re- 
Ports about the poor and of accounts of donations 
to keep them from literally starving in the streets 
and highways. Take the following as a specimen 
of the contents of two papers before us— 

An account of starvations at Wapping and Moor- 
fields, where “thousands are reduced to actual 
want.”” A report of the poor in the parish of St. 
James’s, visited and partially relieved by a commit- 
tee, amounting to 2,204 families, or 7,672 persons. 
A statement that the funds of the pawn-brokers 


The papers are filled with details of 


maining unredeemed. Sacrifices of property—a fine 
gig-horse, for instance, sold for 37. A preremptory 
order of the government to recover the taxes, im- 
mediately. The transport of 60 persons from the 
county of Tipperary, under the insurrection act. 
And further, as particularly regarding the state of 
[reland—an account of the execution of Ann Field 
md her two sons, for having gun powder in their 
possession; of 18 men being sentenced to be hanged 
ac! 69 to transportation, on a Sunday, at Dundaik; 
of 94 starving to death in the vicinity of Carrick- 
macross; of an entire family, embracing eight fe- 
males, being sentenced to be transported, on suspi- 
cion of having had in their possession a gun; and of 
the execution of 300 rioters at Dublin. 

These last, however, appear in the Evile, a paper 
published at New-York, and are made up from pri- 
vate letters—the British press having ceased to be 
a medium for giving the whole truth to the peo- 
ple.* 





“While on this subject it may be well to add the 
following case—it.is only one of ten thousand, but 
it strikes the deeper by its detail. It is copied from 
the Loudon Traveller of the 28th of April. 


INSOLVENT DEBTORS’ court, aprit 26. 
The right hon. John eari of Morley, (late lord Boringdon) 


Thomas Kerswell. 

The inselvent, in this case, was remanded on the 
last sitting of the court, by consent of the parties, 
it being arguéd by Mr. Bassett, the counsel, on 
the part of his lordship, that he had been finally re- 
manded at the session at Exeter, for fraud and con- 
cealment of property: and as there was no expla- 
nation to the court how a debt of 18/ 10s could 
be possibly augmented to the sum of 3,500/. the 
case stood over to be tried on its merits only. Mr. 
Bassett stated to the court, that since the prisoner 
was brought up, he had obtained an official docu- 
ment from the clerk of the quarter sessions at Exe- 
ter, proving that the prisoner was finally remanded 
by that court on the 9:h of January, 1816. 

Mr. Heath on the part of the insoivent (an old 
man, near 70 years of age,) contended that the cer- 
tificate could not be produced, as it was agreed, 
and the adjudication of the court was, that the case 
should be tried on its merits only; and a former re- 
mand had nothing to do with the merits of the case. 

Mr. Bassett handed the certificate to Mr. Ser- 
geant Runnington, who said, it being an official do- 
cument from an under court, it must be received. 

Mr. Heath—-“It cannot be received unles it is 
proved, and who can prove the hand writing of the 
clerk?” 

Tie court was about to decide that it could not 
be received, when Mr. John Yolland, steward to the 
plaintiff, addressed the court, and said, that he 
knew the hand-writing. The certificate being shown 
to him, he swore that it was signed by the clerk of 
sessions at Exeter. | 

Mr. Bassett put the certificate in as evidence, 
and contended that he, the insolvent, having been 
remanded by a court below, which had jurisdic- 
tion, that the court could not possibly alter its ad- 
judication. 

Mr. Heath said, that if that were the law of the 
case, it would not matter to his client; but he was 
satisfied it were not, and read to the court a clause 
in the act 53d of the king, which empowered that 
court to adjudicate upon a case which had been 
heard in sessions, He then took another objection 
to the certificate being received, as it was not ac- 
cording to the act of parliament. The document 
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When we see those things, and contrast them | ment for his wandering wife and her daughter, whith 
with the profligacy and contempt of the wretched the people have had to pay- and recollect that 
ness of the poor that prevails among those possess- | this misery has been brought /jome to England by 
ing the government—for in the same paper there (the misery that her rulers have inflicted abroad;— 
is a statement of the prince regent’s expences, | the uttermpst parts ofthe earth being vexed by her 
amounting, it one quarter, td £199,195 16s. 7d— | missionaries of crime, penetrating alike the frozen 
(nearly a million of dollars) besides’ the estahlish. | regions of America, to make a traffic in the scalps 

of women, or the burning plains of Asia to spread 











benefit of the act, and doth certify the same to the , ie 
court of insolvent debtors.” Such was contrary to| less he pafd the amount of 72/. which was double 


the letter of the act. the price of the bullocks and the value of the pony. 
Mr. Sergeant Runnington said the objection was} He could not pay the money, and he was dragged 
fatal to the reception of the document, out of his bed, bad as he was, and confined six 
Mr. Bassett then agreed to go into the case. months in Bridewell at hard labor, and had nothing 


Mr. Heath said, he would develope this case, | but bread and water during that time. 
and shew to the court a chain of proceedings the}. Mr. Heath.—Was a distress in your house dur- 
the most iniquitous, oppressive, and inhuman, that j 10g the 34 years you lived on the farm under the 
had ever been practised, and he would say, exceed- | Admiral ?”—“No.” 
ing any thing ever disclosed in that court. The| _ Mr. Heath.—“Was you not considered, at the 
prisoner being examined stated, that he rented a/|time the earl of Morley purchased the estates, a 
farm at Plympton, Devonshire, which be held by} Very respectable farmer ?”—“I was considered the 
lease the last two years under earl Morley. He! greatest.’—/jHere the feelings of the old man over- 
had lived on the farm thirty six years, thirty-four of, Powered him; he burst into tears.]—He continued ; 
which he rented it under admiral Calmary. About | “I was considered not only the greatest, but one of 
Lady-day, 1810, the earl of Morley purchased the the most respectable farmers in that neighborhood; 
farm; his lease granted by the admiral expired at} and if I had not been distrained upon, and my rent 
Lady-day, 1812. The earl of Morley applied to him|had been lowered according to the produce of the 
to continue on the farm, and take the adjoining one, farm, I should have been doing well; and my wife 
which he agreed to do; but his rent was doubled; would not then have been saved from the work- 
At that time furming produce was very dear. He/| house merely by the charity of friends. When my 
psid his rent for two years, and several times ap-| term of imprisonment expired, and as I was coming 

lied to the earl to lower his rent or take the lesse| out of Bridewell, two sheriffs’ officers arrested me, 
off his hands, which he refused todo. On the 29th|at the suit of his lordship, for 187. 10s. the sup- 
Sepiember 1814, he was in arrears halfa year’s rent./ posed balance of the rent, and dragged me to 
He attended at the rent day and paid 50/. and in a Exeter gaol. When my three months expired, I 
fortmght afier 202. more, which was 70l towards | applied under the insolvent ‘act, for relief at the 
1502; and he took his lease with him hoping the | quarter sessions. The earl of Morley opposed my 
earl would cancel it or lower the rent, as the pro- discharge. He stated that I had concealed some of 
duce was unsaleable. About 2 week after, a fair| My property, and without any further examination 
was held for cattle at Tavistock, about sixteen|I was remanded. I remained two months longer in 
miles from his house. He set out early in the morn- prison, and seeing no hopes of being liberated, I 
ing, with six yearlag bullocks, to the fair, and sold | got bail, and justified out of custody, on the 12th 
them to a dealer in cattle at the market price, for|ot January, 1816. In consequence of my not put- 
241. Ouc of tis sum he paid 10/ to the plaintiff, and| ung in a plea to the action, interlocutory judgment 
$i. fer poor rates. The fair was held on Friday. Onj was signed, and an execution was issued out against 
the Monday following he was absent at a neighbor’s,| me. I therefore surrendered to prison on discharge 
on a pony belonging to his daughter; and on his of my bail at the former suit of 187. 10s. and in 
return home, he was informed that during his ah | Hilary term I was-charged in execution at the suit 
sence, a distress had been put in his house by Mr.) of the earl of Morley, for the sum 3000/. debt, and 
Yolland, his lordship’s steward. He, therefore, did) 15/ cost. I Know of no claim the earl can have up- 
not take the pony home, but left it at ancighbor’s.| on me, as no claim whatever has been made upon 
All his effects were sold for 1352; but his lordship; me but for 18/. 10s.” 
was the principal! purchaser, the other buyers were| Mr. Heath.—“I am satisfied that no peer of Eng- 
all his lordship’s tenants, and no one durst bid! land would ever have been concerned in such in- 
against his lordship. Mr. Yolland purchased part! famous conduct.” 
of his live stock, for about one third oftheir value.! Mr. Yolland being now called and examined, ac- 
His lordship received, with the 702 and the saaped feseehga i that he did purchase some of the live 
more than the rent due, but he claimed 18/. 10s. as} stock when he destrained for the rent on the pri- 
due to him; and Mr. Yolland took forcible posses-| soner. 
gion of the farm, though his lease had eight years} Mr. Bassett said, were the prisoner to be re- 
unexpired. manded till the next sitting, he should be able te 

His property being all sold, his lordship applied} bring up witnesses that would put the case in a dif. 
to the magistrate for a summons to serve on him, to{ ferent point of view. 
appear before them, for taking and selling the six| Mr. Heath opposed the case being put off an hour 
bullocks in a clandestine manner, and 12/. the sup-|longer.—His client had been imprisoned twelve 
posed value of the pony. The summons was served | months, which was quite long enough, at the suit 
upon him when in bed. He being very ill at the|of the plaintiff, for debt, and six months in Bride- 
time, took no notice of it or the magistrates, as he, well; but that was a case for subsequent considera- 
thought they had na power over him for selling his | tion; such illegal conduct should not be practised 
cattle fairly in an open market, and that no rent was ' with impunity. 
due till the 25th of March foliowing. Ina fewdays| Mr. Sergeant Runnington said, that he was ex- 
after a warrant was granted by the magistrates to/tremely happy the case had been investigated. He 
apprehend him, and carry him to Bridewell, to bejsiiould have been sorry had he been remanded on 
kept to hard labor for six months without bail, un-/account merely of his former remand. Dischargec 
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dissention and gather up gold, mixed with the blood 
of men, our soui is seared against pity, and we feed 
that the punishment is just. Those who at present are 
the victims of that accursed lust for domination, 
which has made the cross of England almost every 
where the signal of slaughter or oppression, are 
innocent, in part, as to the commission; but guilty, 
in omission, in permitting those things to be. Let 
them suffer—let misery be heaped upon misery, 
grievance on grievance, and oppression upon op- 
pression, until, by accumulated distregs, they shall 
assume the management of their own affairs, and 
shake off, as the vipers of the human race, those 
that have been the common disturbers of the peace 
of the world—who, for,a pack of beaver skins, have | 
subjected whole frontiers to the tomahawk of the | 
savage, and, fora barrel of rice, seen the natives of 
Hindostan strew the high-ways with dead bodies, 
through a monopoly of their food, Let them suffer, 
until they resolve to act—and when they resolve, 
may God give them unity and strength to banish to 
some new St. Helenas the breeds of kings, nobles 
and priests that eat out their substance, and make 
them miserable tools to carry misery to others. 
Amen! 











A Memorial and Remonstrance, 


[DRAWW BY JAMES MADISON, LATE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES, ] 


authority; much more must every man, who be- 
comes a membex, of any particular civil societv, do 
it with a saving of his allegiance to the Universal 
Sovereign. We maintain, therefore, that in mat- 
ters of religion, no man’s right is abridged by the 
institution of civil society; and that religion is 
wholly exempt from its cognizance. True it is that 
no other rule exists, by which any qriestion which 
may divide society, can be ultimately determined, 
but by the will of a Majority; but it is also true, 
that the majority may trespass on the rights of the 
minority. 

Beeause if religion be exempt from the authority 
of the society at large, still less can it be subject 
to that of the legislative body. The latter are but 
the creatures and vicegerents of the former. Their 
jurisdiction is both derivative and limited.—It is 
limited with regard to the co-ordinate departments; 
more necessarily, it is limited with regard to the 
constituents. The preservation of a free govern- 
ment requires, not merely that the metes and 
bounds which separate eac!s department of power, 
be invariably maintained; but more especially, that 
neither of them be suffered to overleap the great 
barrier which defends the rights of the people. 
The rulers, who are guilty of such an encroach- 
ment, exceed the commission from which they 
derive their authority, and are tyrants. The peo- 
plé who submit to it, are governed by laws made 
neither by themselves, nor by an authority derived 








Against the generil assessment, presented to the gene- 
ral assembly of Virginia, at the session for the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty- 


jive. 


To the hon. the general assembly 
of the commonwealth of Virginia. 

We, the subscribers, citizens of the said common- 
wealth,having taken into serious consideration a bill, 
printed by order of the last session of the general 
assembly, entitled, ‘A bill establishing a provision 
for teachers of the christian religion;” and conceiv- 
ing, that the same, if fiaally armed wiih the sanc- 
tion of a law, will be a dangerous abuse of power; 


are bound, as faithful members of a free state, to, 


remonstrate against it, and to deciare the reasons 
by which we are determined. We remonstrate 
against the said bill, 

Because we hold it for a fundamental and 
unalienable truth, “that religion, or the duty which 
we qwe to the Creator, and tae manner of discharg- 
ing it, can be directed only by reason and convic- 
tion, not by force or violence.”’* The religion, then, 
of every man, must be left to the conviction and 
conscience of every man; and it is the right of every 
man to exercise it as these may dictate. This right 
is, in its nature, an unalienable right. It is unaliena- 
ble, because the opinions of men, depending only 
on the evidence contemplated by their own minds, 
cannot follow the dictates of other men, It is 
unalienable, also, because what is here a right to- 
wards man, is a duty towards the Creator. It is 
the duty of every man to render.to the Creator such 
homage, and such only, as he believes to be ac- 
ceptable to him. This duty is precedent both in 
order and time, and in degree of obligation, to the 
claims of civil society. Before any man can be con- 
sidered as a member of civil society, he must be 
considered as a subject of the governor of the 
Universe. And if a member of civil society, who 
enters into any subordinate association, must always 
do it with a reservation of hs duty to the general 


aan 


‘from them, and are slaves. 

| Because it is proper to take alarm at the first 
experiment on our liberties. We hold this prudent 
{jealousy to be the first duty of citizens, and one of 
the noblest characteristics of the late revolution. 
The freemen of America did not wait until usurped 
power had strengthened itself by exercise, and 
entangled the question in precedents. They saw 
all the consequences in the principle, and they 
avoided the consequences by denying the princi- 
ple. We revere this lesson too much, soon to for- 
get it. Who does not see that the same authority, 
which can establish Christianity in exclusion of all 
other religions, may establish, with the same ease, 
any particular sect of Christians, in exclusion of 
|all other sects; that the same authority, which can 
force a citizen to contribute three pence only of 
his property, for the support of any one establish- 
ment, may force him to conform to any other esta- 

lishment, in all cases whatsoever ? 


Because the bill violates that equality whieh 
ought te be the basis of every law; and which is 
}more indispensable, in proportion as the validity 
‘or expediency of any law is more liable to be im- 





rand independent,’’* all men are to be to considered 
as entering into society on equal conditions, as re- 
linguishing no more, and, therefore, retaining no 
less, oné than another, of their natural rights; 
above all, are they to be considered as retaining an 
‘equal title to the free exercise of religion accord- 
ing to the dictates of conscience."— Whilst we 
assert for ourselves afreedoin to embrace, to pro- 
fess, and observe the religion which we believe to 
be of divine origin, we cannot deny an equal free- 
dom to those, whose mitds have not yet yielded 
to the evidence which has convinced us, If this 
freedom be abused, it is an offence against God, not 
against man. ‘To God, therefore, and not to man, 
must an account of it be rendered. 
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* *Declaration of rights, article 16, 





*Deciaration of rights, article 1. 
7Declaration of rights, article 16. 


| peached.—“if all men are by nature, equally free 
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As the bill violates equality, by subjecting some 
‘to peculiar burdens; so it violates the same princi- 
ple, by granting to others peculiar exemptions.— 
Are the Quakers and Menonists the only sects who 
think a compulsive support of their religions un- 
necessarv and unwarrantable ? Can their piety 
alone be entrusted with the care of public worship ? 
Ought their religions to be endowed, above all 
others, with ex‘raordinary privileges, by which 
proselytes may be enticed from all others? We 
think too faverably of the justice and good sense 
of these denominations, to believe that they either 
covet pre-eminences over their fellow-citizens, or 
that they will be seduced by them from the common 
opposition to the measure. a 

Because the bill impiies, either that the civil 
magistrate is a competent judge of religious truths, 
or that he may employ religion as an engine of civil 
policy. The first is an arrogant pretension, falsified 
by the extraordinary opinion of rulers, in all ages, 
and throughout the world; the second,an unhallowed 
perversion of the means of salvation. 

Because the establishment proposed by the bill, 
is not requisite for the support of the Christian 
relizion. To say that it is, is a contradiction to the 
€hristian religion itseif; for every page of it disavows 
a dependence on the power of this world: it is a 
contradiction to fact, for it is known thac this reli- 
gion bot) existed and flourished, not only without 
the support of human laws, but in spite of every 
opposition from them; and not only during the 

eriod of miraculous ail, but long after it had been 
Pre to iis own evidence and the ordinary care of 
Providence: nay, it Is a contradiction in terms; for 
a relizion not invented by human policy, must have 

re-existed and been supported, before it was esta- 
blished by human policy: itis, moreover, to weaken 
in those, who profess this religion, a pious confi- 
dence in its innate excellence, and the patronage of 
its Author; and to foster in those, who still reject 
it, a suspicion that its friends are too conscious of 
its fallacies, to trust it to its own merits. 

Because experience witnesses that ecclesiastical 
establishments, instead of maintaining the purity 
and efficacy of religion, have had a conirary opera- 
tion. Wuring almost fifteen centuries has the legal 
establistiment of Crristianity been on trial.— What 
have been its fruits? More or less in all places, 
pride and indolence in the clergy; ignorance and 
servility in the laity; in both, superstition, bigotry, 
and persecution. Inquire of the teachers of Chris- 
tianity for the ages in which it appeared in its great 
est lustre; those of every sect poimt to the ages 
prior (0 its incorporation with civil policy. Propose 
a restoration of this primitive state, in which its 


teachers depended on the voluntary rewards of 


their flocks, many of them predict its downfal.— 
On which side ought their testimony to have the 
greatest weight, when for, er When against their in- 
tcrest? oF el 
Because the establishment in question is not ne- 
cessary for the support of civil government. If it 
be urged as necessary for the support of civil go- 
vernment, only as it is a means of supporting reli- 
gion, and if it be not necessary for the latter pur- 
pose, it cannot be necessary for the former. If reli- 


ion be not within the cognizance of civil Are bol 


ment, how can its legal establishment be said to be 





| 


upholding the throne of political tyranny; in no in«. 
stance have they been seen the guardians of the ]j- 
berties of the people.—-Rulers, who wished to 
subvert the public liberty, may have found an esta. 
blished clergy convenient auxiliaries. A just g0- 
vernment, instituted to secure and perpetuate it, 
needs them not. Such a government will be best 
supported by protecting every citizen in the enjoy- 
ment of his religion, with the same equal hand 
which protects his person and property; by neither 
ivading the equal rights of any sect, nor suffering 
any sect to invade those of another. 

Because the proposed establishment is a depar-. 
ture from the generous policy which offering an 
asylum to the persecuted and oppressed of every 
nation and religion, promised a lustre to our coun- 
try, and an accession to the number of its citizens. 
What amelancholy mark is the bill of sudden de- 
generacy? Instead of holding forth an asylum to 
the persecuted, it is itself'a signal of persecution. 
It degrades from the equal rank of citizens, all 
those whose opinions in religion do not bend to those 
of the legislaiive authority. Distant as it may be, in 
its present form, from the inguisition, it differs from 
it only in degree: the one is the first step, the other 
the last, in the career of intolerance. The mag- 
nanimous sufferer under the cruel scourge in foreign 
regions, must view the bill as a beacon on our 
coast, warning him to seek some other haven, 
where liberty and philanthropy in their due extent 
may offer a more certain repose for his troubles. 

Because it will have a like tendency to banish 
our citizens. The allurements presented by other 
situations, are every day thinning their number. To 
supersdd a fresh motive to emigration, by revok- 
ing the liberty which they now enjoy, would be the 
same species of folly, which has dishonored and 
depopulated flourishing kingdoms. 

Because it will destroy that moderation and har- 
mony, which the forbearance of our law to inter- 
meddle with religion has produced among its se- 
veral seets. Torrents of blood have been spilt in 
the old world, by vain attempts of the secular arm 
to extinguish religious discord, by proscribing ali 
differences in religious opinion. Time has at length 
revealed the true remedy. Every relaxation of nar- 
row and rigorous policy, wherever it has been tried, 
has been found to assuage the disease. The Ameri- 
can theatre has exhibited proofs, that equal and 
and complete liberty, if it does not wholly eradicate 
it, sufficiently destroys its malignant influence en the 
health and prosperity of the state. If with the sa- 
lutary effect of this system under our own eyes, we 
begin to contract the bounds of religious freedom, 
we know noname that will too severely reproach our 
folly. At least, let warning be taken at the first 
fruits of the threatened innovation. The very ap- 
pearance of the bill has transformed that “christian 
forbearance, love, and charity,”’* which of late mu- 
tually prevailed, into animosities and jealousies, 
which may not soon be appeased. What mischiets 
may not be dreaded, should this enemy to the pub- 
lic quiet be armed with force of law? 

Because the policy of the bill is adverse to the 
diffusion of the light of Christianity. The first wish 
of those, who ought to enjoy this precious gift, 
ought to be, that it may be imparted to the whole 
race of mankind, Compare the number of those, 


necessary to civil government? What influence, in | who have as yet received it, with the number still 
fact, have ecclesiastical establishments had on Civil };empining under the dominion of false religions, 


society ? ay ce 
+, erect aspiritual tyranny on the ruins of the civil 
authority; in more instances, have they been seen 


In some instances, they have been seen jand how small is the former'! 


™ Ws mene. 





Does the policy of 
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*Declaration of rights, article 16. 
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the bill tend to lessen the dispropotion., No, ii at 
once discourages those who are strangers to the 
light of truth, from coming into the regions of it; 
and countenances, by example, the nations who 
continue in darkness, in shutting out those who 
might convey it to them. Instead of levelling, as 
ar as possible, every obstacle to the victorious 
progress of truth, the bill, with an ignoble and un- 
christian timidity, would circumscribe it, with a 
wall of defence against the encroachment of error. 

Because an attempt to enforce by legal sanctions, 
acts, obnoxious to so great a portion of ci‘izens, 
tends to enervate the laws in general, and to slack- 
en the bands of society. If it be difficult to cxe- 
cute any law, which is not generally deemed neces- 
sary nor salutary, what must be the case when it is 
deemed invalid and dangerous? And what may be 
the effect of so striking an example of impotency in 
the government on its general authority? 

Because a measure of such singular magnitude 
and delicacy, ought not to be imposed without the 
clearest evidence that it is called for by a majority of, 
citizens; and no satisfactory method is yet proposed 
by which the voice of the majority in this case may 
be determined, or its influence secured. “The peo- 
ple of the respective counties are, indeed requested 
to signify their opinion, respecting the adoption of 
the bill, to the next session of assembly.”” But the 
representation must be made equal, betore the voice, 





either of the representatives or of the counties, will 
be that of the people. Our hope is, that neither of 
the former, after due consideration, will espouse 
the dangerous principle of the bill. Should the 
event disappoint us, it will still leave us in full 
confidence, that a fair appeal to the latter will re- 
verse the sentance against our liberties. 

Because, finally, * the equal right of every citi-} 
zen to the free excercise of his religion according 
to the dictates of his conscience,” is held by the 
same tenure with allour otherrights. If we recur 
to its Origin, it is equally the gift of nature; if we 
weigh its importance, it cannot be less dear to us; 
if we consult the “ declaration of those rights 
which pertain to the good people of Virginia, as 
the basis and foundation of government,” it is enu- 
merated with equal solemnity, or rather with siu- 
died emphasis. Either then we must say, that the 
will of the legislature is the only measure of their | 
authority; and that in the plenitude of this authority, 
they may sweep away all our fundamental rights; 
or that they are bound to leave this particular 
right untouched and sacred: either we must say, 
that they may control the freedom of the press; may 
abolish the trial by jury; may swallow up the execu- 
tive and judiciary powers of the State; nay, that 
they may annihilate our very right of suffrage, and 
erect themselves into an independent and heredi- 
tary assembly; or we must say that they have no 
authority to enact into a law, the bill under consi- 
deration. We, the subscribers, say that the gene- 
Tal assembly of this commonwealth have no such au- 
thority; and that no effort may be omitted on our part 
against so dangerous an usurpation, we oppose this 
remonstrance, earnestly praying, as we are in duty 
bound, that the supreme lawgiver of the universe, 
by iiluminating those to whom it is addressed, may, 
on the one hand, turn their councils from every 
act, which would affront his holy prerogative, or 
Violate the trust committed to them; and on the 
Other, guide them into every measure which may 

© worthy of his blessing, may redound to their 

Own praise, and may establish more firmly the li- 
berties, the property, and the happiness of. this 
commonwealth. 





Rhode-Island 


INSULT TO GOVERNOR JONES. 
FROM THE NEWPORT MERCURY OF JUNE 21. 

As many unfounded reports have been circulated 
respecting the insult which was offered to govenor 
Jones on his landing here, the day preceding the 
last general election in this state, we think it pro- | 
per to publish the following documents: 


House of Representatives, June 12, 1817. 

Whereas, on the 6th of May last, the day prece- 
ding the last general election in this state, a gross 
insult was offered to the chief magistrate of this 
state, by music belonging to the United States 
troops stationed in the harbor of Newport : 

Therefore resolved, that a committee be 2ppoint- 
ed to investigate and report the facts connected 
with such insult: in order that such steps may be 
taken by the general assembly, as will maintain 
the honor and dignity of the state. 

Resolved further, That said committee have pow- 
er to send for persons, and examine witnesses; and 
that Ephraim Bowen, Nathaniel Searl, and Lewis 
Rousmaniere, with such as the hon. senate may 
add, be that committee. 

Voted, &c—By order, 
‘THOMAS BURGESS, clest. 


In the senate, read June 13, 1817, and concurred, 
as expressed in the following words, viz. Whereas 
it has been reported, that an insult. was publicly 
offered to his excellency, governor Jones, on the 
day preceding the session of the general assembly 
in May last:—Therefore resolved, that the hon. Ed- 
ward Wilcox, Ephraim Bowen, Nathaniel Searl, 
Lewis Rousmaniere, Samuel Vinson and Stephen B. 
Cornell, be a committee to inquire into said report, 
and report to this assembly, as soon as may be. 

Voted per order, 
SAMUEL EDDY, see’ry. 

In the house of representatives—Read the same 
day and concurred. By order, 

THOMAS BURGESS, clerk. 


Report of the joint committee. 

The committee, appointed by a resolution of the 
general assembly at the present session, to inquire 
into the report ofa public insult, said to have been 
offered to his excellency William Jones, on the day 
preceding the session of the general assembly in 
in May last, beg leave to report that application 
was made, by some gentlemen of the town of New- 
port, to the commanding officer at fort Wolcott, for 
the music attached to that command to salute the 
governor elect on his arrival at Newport, on the 
day preceding the last annual election—that the 
music was accordingly ordered into town, and pla- 
ced under the orders of capt. Robt. B. Cranston, 
of the artillery company—that the music were pia- 
ced at Banister’s wharf, and on the approach of 
his excellency gov. Jones,-were directed by said 
capt. Cranston to beat the retreat; which, in opinion 
of the witnesses present, whom we have examined, 
was highly improper, and derogatory to the dignity 
and the honor of the state. The committee have 
great pleasure in stating, that they have received a 
polite aud gentlemanly letter from col. ‘Towson, 
(the commanding oflicer at fort Wolcott, in which 
he expresses great regret that “ any soldier ander 
his command should have been made the instrument 
of insult to any one; much morethe hon. person who 
has held the dignified station of governor of Riiode- 
Island; that if any blame could attach to the music, 


he would have them punished;—but that, he was 
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ersuaded, they could not have been guilty of any) 
decorum of the kind without orders.” 
All which is respectfully submitted, 
(sigued) Edward Wilcox, 


Stephen B. Cornell, | salute on the approach of governor Jones.” 


Ephraim Bowen, 

Samuel Vinson, 

Nathaniel Searl, 

Lewis’ Rousmuniere. | 
June 13, 1817. 


orders of col. Champlin on that day. A detach. 
ment of the company was ordered out. It \was 
commanded by major Randolph, was stationed at 
the head of Long Wharf, and fired the customary 





2. 





Fort Wolcott, June 13, 1817. follows: 


Gentlemen—I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of this morning; and to inform 
you, in answer to your inquiry, that a gentleman, 
who was introduced to me by major Watson, ap- 
plied for the music of the fort, for the purpose, 
as he stated, of paying respect to the governor elect. 

As the music, attached to the company, is un- 
der the immediate command of lieut. Wilkins, I 
referred him to that officer; who informed me he 
sent the music to Newport, under the command 
of a corporal with orders to report to Mr. Cranston, 
and receive his instructions I have sent the cor- 
poral for the purpose of examination by the honor- 
able committee, and he will be able to give them 
fuller and more satisfactory information on the sub- 
ject. 

I regret extremely, that any soldier under my 
command should have been made the instrument 
of insult to any one; much more the honorable per- 
son who has held the dignified station of governor 
of Rhode-Island. 

If any blame could attach to the music, I would 
have them punished; but I am persuaded they 
would not have been guilty of any indecorum of the 
kind, without orders. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient 
servant, N. TOWSON. 
The hon. Edward Wilcox, Ephraim 

Bowen, Samuel Vinsan, Stephen B. Cornell, 

} Nathaniel Seurl, Lewis Rousmaniere. 
House of Representatives, June 14, 1817. 

Whereas by the report of committee of this gene- 
ral assembly it appears, that on the 6th day of May 
last, a gross insult was offered to his excellency 
William Jones, hon, governor and commander in 
chief of his state, by Robert B. Cranston, an offi- 
cer of the artillery company, of the town of New- 

ort: 

. Resolved, therefore, That his excellency the go- 
vernor,of this state be and he is hereby requested 
forthwith to institute a court martial upon the said 
Robert B. Cranston, upon such charges as may be 
preferred against him in the premises; and to sus- 
pend the said Cranston from his command, until 
the proceedings under said court martial may be 
had. Voted per order, 
THOMAS BURGESS, clerk. 
Tn the senate—read and concurred. 
By order, 
SAMUEL EDDY, Secretary. 

On the preceding the Newport Mercury observes 
—‘Considering the situation in which capt. Crans- 
ton is now placed by the foregoing resolution, which 
passed both branches of the legislature, without a 
dissenting voice, we deem it improper for us, at 
present, to make any remarks in regard to his con- 
duct. Itis, however, due to the artillery company, 
of which he is the ensign, to state, that no part of 
that company had any concern with the music, of 
which, it appears he voluntarily took charge for 
the purpose of paying military honors to the go- 
vernor elect. Capt. Cranston was not on duty with 


a 19S. 


don hospital. 





any part of company, and did not act under the; 


FRANCE, : 

Population.—The French Almanacs.for 1817 g:v° 
the following table of the population of Paris fot 
1815. Of 26,000 children (as nearly as possible) 
born every year in Paris, 10,000 only attain the ag® 
of 20, and 6,800 attain the age of 45. One fourth 
of the children born die within the first year, a0¢ 
one third never attain 2 years of age. Notwithstand: 
ing all the efforts of the French government in sup’ 
port of vaccination, deaths by small pox form 4 
considerable item in this bill of mortality. 1% 
calculator proceeds to draw this inference, that if 
the whole population of France be 29 millions, tb° 
middie term of human beings, who attain the 93° 


Foreign Articles. 
ENGLAND, &c. 
The list of British navy officers enumerates as 


Admirals 192—employed 12 
Captains 371 68 
Commanders 797 46 
Lieutenants 3983 362 
Masters 674 122 
Surgeons 947 115 
Assistant-surgeons 319 115 
Pursers 920 111 
be 

Total 8707 980 


The duke of Wellington’s service of plate, exe. 
cuted under direction of the Portuguese govern. 
ment, and said to have cost 200,000/. sterling, has 
lately been exhibited at London. 

Emigration to the United States, from England 
and Ireland, is much spoken of in the newspapers. 
The cost of passages is about 12/. or 50% each. 

200 persons were on board a single vessel at Ports. 
mouth, on their way to the United States. 

The “Holy Alliance” does not seem to be so wel! 
liked in England as it was. 
that “something more is meant than meets the ear.” 

The usual bulletin says the king is in good bodily 
health, but that his disorder is unabated. 

Stocks, Afay 3—three per cent. cons. 73 a 734.— 
United States 6 per cents. at London, May 2, 102 


There is a suspicion 


Jack Ketch, who had officiated many years at the 
Old Bailev, lately died a natural death in the Lon: 


Desperation.—A late London paper says—At the 
last Assizes, before baron Richards, William Lif 
was tried for burglary in the dwelling house of J.- 
Turner, at Ketton; the offence was committed by 
Luifand another man, named Briggs (not yet taken) 


/ 


as long back as November, 1815; and the evidence 
of Luff fully substantiated his guilt. The jury re 
turned their verdict—guilty; and the learned judge, 
in passing sentence, told him that if mercy were 
extended it could only be on the condition of his 
being sent away from this country. “I hope not, 
my lord,” interrupted Luff, with hardened bol? 
ness, “I would sooner be hanged.” Yeu shall be 
punished as you deserve,” continued the judge in a 
eievated tone, “and it is not for you to choose tli 
mode.” The learned judge then concluded tlie 
awful sentence, at the close of which the ruffian 
exclaimed, laughing, Thank your lordship!” to thé 
utter horror and disgust of all present. 
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of 20 years is 261,690. Of the 22.642 children born | 


«1815, 13,630 were born in wediock, and 8,982 
out of wedlock, which seems to say, that morals are 
to corruption in the ratio of about 13 to 8, or that 
there are nearly two honest women for one loose 
one. It is the custom in Paris, to strike, at the 
mint of medals, pieces called marriage tokens, 
which are given by bridegrooms to brides, on the 
celebration of marriage—of these were sold, during 
the first and second quarters of the year 1812, 1,17 1 
and during the second and third quarteys of the 
vear 1816, 2,224, being an increase of 1,053, 

i NETHERLANDS. 

The commerce of Amsterdam, Antwerp, &c. has 
very considerable revived. But the Dutch have 
much to do before they regain their old ground— 
which, perhaps, through the superior activity of 
England, &c. they never will do. 

The editor of the Constitutional Journal, at An. 
twerp, has been arrested, to be tried by a special 
court—his offence was an article in favor of the 
merchants of that place. 

SWISS. 

An account from Jutphaas, Netherlands, April 24, 
says, yesterday there passed this place 1200 fumi-| 
lies—and to day 600, of Swiss, on their way to the 
United States. They are to be followed by greater 
numbers. It appears that a body of this valuable} 
people, having reached Amsterdam, have been re- 
duced to the utmost distress through the villainy 
of one with whom they contracted to embark. He 
received a part of the passage money of each and | 
made his escape. These Swiss are chiefly manufac 
turers. 

GERMANY. 

In Austria, a sect called Petzelians, has started 
up, to sacrifice men to purify others from sin. In 
Passion week, several men were thus murdered— 
and on Good Friday a virgin, aged 13, was also 
butchered in asimilar manner. Petzel, the founder 
and eighty-six of his followers, have been arrested, 
and will be tried. 

RUSSIA. 
The Russians (observes a New-York paper) whom 








we have imagined to be a heavy and dull people, | 
Without spirit or enterprize, are giving us daily) 
proofs to the contrary. They have taken possession 
of one of the islands in the Pacific Ocean, not far 


the same. ‘They will now derive the advantages of 
the whaling trade, one of the most profitable and 
necessary pursuits for the Russians, who consume 
great quantities of oil. We shall shortly find that 
nation, with their resources and active government, 
in every part of the world. 

Frankfort, April 17.—According to the state-| 
ments published by Mr. Storch, there are in Russia 
20,000,000 roubles in gold and silver coin, 25,000,000 
In copper, the real value of which is only 612,000, 
and 577,000,000 of roubles in paper, which pass at 
‘fourth part of their nominal worth. Russia has 
therefore 622,000,000 nominal value, of the value 
of 170,500,000 in money. ‘The government still hopes 
to raise the value of the public funds by withdraw- 
ing paper from circulation. 

TURKEY. 

Many of the finest provinces of Turkey are in 
pen rebellion. Troops are assembling on the plains 
of Adrinople. The rebel governor of Bagdad has | 

ad a pitched battle with and defeated the “legiti 





Mated” authority. 
AFRICA. 
The long continuance of dry weather in Africa 





™d on the opposite coasts of Spain, has caused 


great alarm. The dey of Algiers has walked in a 
procession, barefoot and bareheaded, to supplicate 
the Deity for rain! The Jews have also assembled 
in their synagogues for the same purpose. _ 

The dey exercises his ships daily, and is increas- 
ing his force. 

WEST INDIES. 
 Restoration.’-—“‘Upwards of six thousand six 


hundred slaves were imported into the Havanna- 


the first week in the last month, June. 
BRITISH AMERICA. 

A British sloop of war has lately sent twenty sail 
of American fishermen into Halifax, for trespassing 
in the waters of the coast. 

THE FLORIDAS. 

An idea again generally prevails that the United 
Siates are about to have the Floridus ceded to them. 
{t is an eventthat we shall hail with pleasure, as, be- 
sides their intrinsic vaiue, and the security a pos- 
sesion of them will afford to an extensive frontier— 
it will prevent the necessity, for self.preservation, 
that we might otherwise have, of destroying the 
poor indians, led by the intrigues of foreigners to 
murder our people, in the mere wantonness of bar- 
barity. 

There is a very probable report that Sir Gregor 
McGregor has taken possession of Amelia island. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 

We have received several proclamations, &c. of 
the Portuguese government on the revolution of 
Pernambuco; but they are not worth imserting. 
Some vessels had arrived at Bahia which were 
turned. off by the blockading squadron. As yet 
there appears no prospect of reducing the “rebeis.” 
Some of the troops sent against them are said to 
have joined them. 

“nzustura has fallen into the hands of the patri- 
ots, and the spoil must have been immense. The 
vessels that were sent off by the governor were 
probably intercepted by a part of Biron’s squadron 
stationed at the Oronoko for the purpose. 

We have the official bulletin of the patriots giv- 
ing an account of their late splentlid vietory on the 
Oronoko. They succeeded in drawing the royalists 
from their enirenchments, when a most terrible 
battle succeeded—bayonet to bayonet, and sword 
to sword, Theroyalists fought like men worthy of 
a hetter cause, but were completely routed—they 
had 593 killed and left on the field, and 497 were 
made prisoners. The two Guayanas thus fell into 
the hands of the patriots, and they have also thereby 
opened a communication with WVew-Grenada. In 
this decisive battle they had only 31 killed and 75 
wounded. It is reported, however, that another 
royal force was proceeding to the Oronoko to @is- 


pute the possession with Bolivar and Piar. 


The following is given as “a list and situation of 
the republican armies of South America, in the pro- 
vinces of Venezuela and Guayana :” 

General Simon Bolivar, at the head of the main 
army, his head quarters at the Meza, before Angus- 
tura, besieging new and old Guayana, with the di- 
visions under generals Piar, Arismendi, Cedeno, 
Bermudez, Valdez—about 7000 men strong, infan- 
try and Cavalry. 

General Paes, with the armies of Lower Apure, 
about 6000 strong, mostly cavalry. 

General Sarasa, at Chapana, in the province of 
Barcelona, rear of Caraccas, with 1500 cavalry and 
about 600 infantry. 

General Monagas, in the rear of Barcelona, with 
700 cavalry and 300 infantry. 


General Marino, in the province of Cumana, with 


} 2500 infantry and 300 cavalry. 
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General Razas, at Maturin, with 700 cavalry and | ‘hat it be and is hereby recommended to the peo. 


200 infantry. ; 

A list of vessels under the command of admiral 
Brion, with a complement of 5,500 men, destined 
for the Oronoko—sailed from Carupana on the 6th 
of June 1817:— 

Sloops of war—Congress, Indio Libre. 

' Brigs—America, Libre, Conquestador, Valiente, 
Terrible, Formidable, Carpolican. : 

Hermaphrodite. Superbe. 

Schooners—Centaur, Jupiter, Grerrere, Brion, ge- 
neral Marino, Tartar, gen. Arismendi, Constitution, 

en. Farasas, Condor, Venganza, Conesor. 

Sloop Aurora. 

Gun Boats—St. Anna, Una Sna Del Vaile, La Per- 
la, Devasiadora, Felix, St. Joseph, Vengador, gen. 
Piar, Fulmillante, Invincible, Insurgente, Venganza. 

Admiral Brion is exerting himself very much to 
prevent piracy under the patriot flag. 

A patriot privateer, or pirate, as the British West 
India papers call her, was lately wrecked on Cape 
Florida. 
crew,by the British authorities—which was partially 
-effegted; but some of them seized a small vessel, 
and escaped with 140,000 dollars in specie. 


A proclamation has been issued by the governor} 
of the island of Trinidad, denouncing the severe 
penalty of banishment from the colony, and confis- 


cation of property, against all persons detected in 


transmitting arms, warlike stores, er money, to the 


independents of Souih America. 


Lord Cochrane (says the Mouring Chronicle) has 
sailed from England, with 300 officers, and $100,000 | 
His destination is not known; some peo- 
pie think he proceeds to Buenos Ayres, and others 


on board. 


to Venezuela. 








National Feeling. 


We are pleased, indeed, to notice the following para- 
graph in the answer of the house of representatives of | 
Massachusetts to the late address of the governor of 


the commonweu!th: 


«With a few occasional and temporary exceptions 
of national prosperity and striking examples of vir- 
tue and patriotism, the histories of other countries | 
exhibits their people sunk in ignorance, debased 
by slavery, oppressed by misfortunes, or stained by 
crimes; while that of OUR OWN presents the grate- 
ful and singular spectacle ofa people, which during 
its whole existence of nearly two centuries, by its 
intelligence, its morals, its principles of freedom, 
and love of justice, has held on its course to opu- 
lence and power, unchecked by any signal calamity 
snd UNSULLIED BY ANY GROSS DEPARTURE 


FROM NATIONAL RECTITUDE.” 








Example and Precept. 


No less than four-fifths of the late general assem- 
bly of the state of Connecticut were entirely clo- 
thed in domestic manufactures—and the fol- 


lowing was passed at their session just closed. 


‘(Whereas the cotton and woolen factories estab- 
lished in this staie, to form and finish cloths from 
the raw material, are from causes, which are believ- 
ed to be temporary, subjected to great inconveni- 
e1ce and embarrassment, and deserve as far as prac- 
ticable, the relief and encouragement of this assem- 


bly, 


Resolved, as the sense of this assembly, that the 
establishments in this state for the manufacture of 
cotton and woolen goods, are ofa great public utili- 
ty—that the protection and extension thereof are 
connected with the best interests of the state, and 





An attempt was made to seize her and the 


ple of this state, to purchase and use (when they 
can be procured on terms equally advantageous) 
the woolen and cotton fabrics of this country, in 
preference to those of foreign countries; and that 
such establishments from time to time be encou- 
raged and secured by such provisions of law, as 
their importance demands. 
A true copy of record—examined by 
THOMAS DAY, Secretary.” 


Blunt but effective Oratory. 


[The following is given by Dr. Ramsey, as the ad- 
dress of Col. Crevetann, of the North-Carolina 
militia, to his soldiers, previous to an attack 
made by the Americans upon a body of British 
troops, commanded by col. Ferguson, at King’s 
mountain, in the year 1780. It appears that the 
Americans fought much in the same unpolished 
way as their commander harangued them. The 
consequence was, the total rout and surrender of 
the British troops. ] 

‘“‘M¥ BRAVE FELLOWS, 

““We have beat the tories, and we can beat them. 
They are all cowards. If they had the spirit of men, 
they would join with their fellow-citizens in sup- 
porting the independence of their country. When 











engaged you are not to wait for the word of com- 
mand from me. I will show you my example how 
to fight. I can undertake no more. Every man 
must consider himself an officer, and act from his 
own judgment. Fire as quick as you can. When 
iyou can do no better, get behind trees or retreat; 
‘but I beg of you not to run quite off. If we are re- 
pulsec, lect us make a point to return, and renew the 
fight. Perhaps we may have better luck in the se- 
cond attempt than the first. If any of you are afraid, 
such have leave to retire, and they are immediately 
requested to take themselves off.” 














Ancient Fortifications and Tumuli. 
FROM THE REPUBLICAN ADVOCATE, 
Ridgeway, New York, June 10, 1817.—These are 
so common in this part of the country as to excite 
no great degree of curiosity—but the one before us 
possesses something of extraordinary interest. 

In the 14th tewnship, 4th range of the Holland 
land company’s lands, there is an ancient fort, 
situate in a large marsh or swamp, it covers about 
five acres of ground—large trees are standing upon 
it—the earth appears to have been brought from a 
distance, as its site is dry gravel and loam—with- 
out the embankments it is wet—from its situation 
it appears to have been the last resort. At the 


{distance of about half a mile from it on the margin 


of the swamp, there has recently been discovered, 
on opening the earth, a large quantity of human 
bones of an unusual and large size; the thigh bone 
appears to be about two inches longer than a com- 
mon sized man’s—the jaw or chin bone will cove! 
a large man’s chin, the skull bones appear of a! 
enormous thickness, and the breast and hip bones 
are very large; on being exposed to the air, they 
moulder away. 

The bodies appear to have been deposited ther¢ 
by their conquerors, as they were laid across eacl 
other in every direction; no appearance of bullets 
were discoverable about them. 

North of the mountain or great slope, there 15"° 
appearance of ancient fortifications or tumuli—th’ 
appears to be a strong circumstance in favor of the 
idea that the mountain gnce rounded the shore? © 
take Ontario. a 
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Plaster of Paris’ 
FROM THE BOSTON CHRONICLE AND PATRIOT. 


The act regulating the plaster of Paris trade hav- 
ing been published with the year 1813 inserted in 
the 2d section instead of 1817, we have been per- 
mitted to publish the instructions annexed, recent- 
ly transmitted to the collector of this district, by 
the’comptroller of the treasury, for the information 


of all persons interested in said trade. 

Circular to Collectors, Navul Officers, and‘ Surveyors 
~Trerastry DerpartTMENT, 

Comptroller’s Office June 4, 1817. 


Sir—The governments of his Britannic majesty’s 


first day of January, one thousand eight hundred 
and seventeen : Provided, nevertheless, That if any 
foreign nation, or its dependencies, which have now 
in force regulations on the subject of the trade in 
plaster of Paris, prohibiting the exportation thereof 
to certain ports of the United States, shall discon- 
tinue such regulations, the president of the United 
States is hereby authorised to declare that fact by 
his proclamation, and the restrictions imposed by 
this act shall fiom the date of such proclamation, 
cease and be discontinued in relation to the nation 
or its dependencies, discontinuing such regulations. 
[Approved March 3, 1817.] 


' ° ° errr. 2 rer 
provinces of New-Brunswick and Nova-Scotia, on the ——— 


continentof North America, having made reguiations 


in relation to the trade of plaster of Paris, by which 
the vessels of tie United Stutes are totally exclud- 


el from a participation in that trade, the subject 
ws taken into consideration by congress, and an 


act passed on the 3d March last, to take effect from 
and after the 4th day of July next, entitled ‘An 


act to regulate the trade in plaster of Paris”’—a 


copy of which is enclosed for your information and 
government. 
You will observe, from the terms of this act, that 
it is to continue in force five years from the 31st 
day of January, 1817; except in relation, only, to 
such foreign nation or its dependencies, as shall, 
previously, withdraw or discontinue its restrictions 
‘on that trade; in which event, the president of the 
United States is authorised to declare that fact by 
his proclamation, whereupon the restrictions im- 
posed by the act now transmitted, are, thencefor- 
ward, to be inoperative as to such nation, or its de- 
pendencies. 
But, so long as this act shall be in force, plaster 
of Paris, the production of any country, or its depen- 
dencies, from which the vessels of the United States 
are not permitted to bring the same article, on being 
imported in a foreign vessel, from any place what- 
ever, is forfeited, together, with the vessel, her 
tackel, apparel, &c. 
A confident reliance is entertained that, by your 
vigilance, all attempts which may be made, in your 
district, to evade the provisions of this law, will be 
detected, and the parties dealt with accordingly. 
With due respect, 
JOS. ANDERSON. 
H. A. S. Dearnory, esq. 


AN ACT to regulate the trade in Plaster of Paris. 
Be it enacted by the senate and house of represen:a- 
tives of the United Stutes of America in congress as- 
sembled, That from and after the fourth day of July 
next, no plaster of Paris, the production of any 
country, or its dependencies, from which the ves- 
sels of the United States are not permitted to bring 
the same article, shall be imported into the United 
States in any foreign vessel. And all plaster of Pa- 
ris imported, or attempted to be imported, into the 
United States, contrary to the true intent and mean- 
ing of this act, and the vessel in which the same 
May be imporied, or attempted to be imported, to- 
gether with the cargo, tackie, apparel and furniture, 
Shall be forfeited to the United States; and such 
Plaster of Paris, vessel and cargo, shall be liable to 
€ seized, prosecuted and condemned, in like man- 
her, and under the same regulations, restrictions, 
and provisions, as have been heretofore established 
for the recovery, collection, and distribution, and 
remission of forfeitures to the United States, by 
the several revenue laws. 
Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That this act shall 


Lupenella. 


The seed of this most valuable species of grass 
has been transmitted by our consul at Leghorn to 
the secretary of the treasury, which is thus spoken 
of in a letter from him to the acting governor of 
Georgia,—published in the Georgia Journal of the 
10th inst. 

“‘T have lately received from our consul at 
Leghorn, in Italy, a parcel of the Lupenelia seed, 
which is represented as the finest grass cultivated 
in that country, for the quantity and richness of 
the hay; the preference felt for it by all animals, 
and its fertilizing effects upon the land in which it 
is cultivated. In Italy it is sown in March and 


the blossoms, bound up in bundles of 71bs, and fed 
to working horses without grain, as it is sufficiently 
nutritive of itself. 

“* Three years cultivation of this grass enriches thé 
poorest land so much, that two successive and abun: 
dant crops of grain are produced without manure.— 
This is the account which I have received of it 
from Mr. Appleton, the consul.—As it succeeds in 
{taly, there is every reason to believe that it will 
succeed in Georgia. The quantity I have sent you 
to furnish several of our acquaintances with enough 
to put them in stock of at, and thereby multiply 
the chances of success. It is sown, I presume, 
broad cast, but drilis will be more produciive for 
seed. Tam convinced that when sown for hay it 
ought to be sown thick, as acertain means of keep- 
ing the crab grass under. When it is mowed, it 
may run some risk of assault from this formidable 
adversary, but lam persuaded it will be diminished 
by the thickness of the Lupenella.” 





oe 


Chinese Criminal Law. 


From the Boston Centinel. 
Ma.Rossett. A copy ef the translations of extracts 
from the Chinese criminal code of laws (which are 
circulated among the Americans and English at 
Canton, &c.) has lately fallen in my hands; and as 
it may afford some information respecting the cus- 
toms of that remote and apparently benighted na- 
tion, you are requested to give them a place. 


Translations of extracts from the Chinese criminal code 
of laws. 

1. A man who kills another on the suspicion of 
theft, shall be strangled, according to the law 
against homicide committed in an affray. 

2. A man who fires at another with a musket and 
kills him thereby, shall be beheaded as in cases of 
wilful murder: if the sufferer is wounded (but not 
mortally) the offender shall be sent into exile. 

5. A man who puts to death a criminal, who had 
been apprehended and made no resistance, shall be 
strangled according to the law against homicide 








Sotinue and be in ferce five years from the thirty- 


committed in an affray. 


Ociober—it is cut with a sicle to avoid shaking off - 
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4, A man who falsely accuses an innocent person| 
of theft (in cases of greatest criminality) is guilty 
of a capital offence; in all other cases the offenders, 
whether principal of accessories, shall be sent into 


5. A man who wounds another unintentionly, 
‘shall be tried according to law respecting blows 
given in an affray, and the punishment rendered 
more or ess severe, according to the degree of in- 
jury sustained. 

6. A man who, intoxicated with liquor, commits 
outrages against the laws, shall be exiled to a de- 
sert country, there to remain in a state of servitude. 

The foregoing are articles of the laws of the em- 
pire of Chima, according to which judgment is pas- 
sed on persons offending against them, without al- 
lowing of any compromise or extenuation. 








Literature. 
FROM THE NATIONAL ADVOCATE. 

Improvement in the Hebrew launguage.—A highly 
interesting publication has just been completed 
in France, which will serve to throw the greatest 
light on modern learning. 

“The Hebrew language restored, and the true 
sense of its words recovered and ascertained, by 
their radical analysis,” &c. by Mr. Fabre d’Oiivet— 
2 vols. 4to.—Paris, 1813 and 1816. 

In the first part of the work of this celebrated 
writer are found—Ist. An introduction to the ori- 
gin of speech, to the study of the languages leading 
to it, and to the views of the author in pursuing his 
2d. A Hebrew grammar, grounded on new 
principles, and a mode subservient to the study of 
3d. A series of Hebrew roots, con 
sidered in a new light, and intended to facilitate the 
understanding both of this language and the science 
The second part opens with a pre- 
liminary discourse, and a translation in French, of 
the ten first chapters of the Serer, (Genesis) con 
taining the cosmogany of Moses. This translation is 
intended to corroborate the principies established 
in the grammar and dictionary. 

We shall here give a short account of the motives 
which determined Mr. d’Olivet to prosecute the 
execution of this important work. All learned men, 
who had examined the Hebrew language, and en- 
deavored to understand its genius, were persuaded, 
setting aside their various countries and religions, 
that it had been lost fora long time, the words made 
use of in the grammar and dictienaries, with which 
it is learned, being grounded on erroneous principles. 
Nearly 600 years before our era, the Jews, them- 
selves, understood no more the language of their 
aneestors, and had adopted one intermixed with 
those of meighboring nations. 
called Hebrew, to which, hereafter, were added 
some Greek and Latin words. 
written, as well as most of the books considered to 
be ancients, by the modern Jews. 
Janguage, so materially connected with the history|there is neither public or private instruction with 
of the earth, and in which so much information was ) 
accumulated, has exercised the sagacity of a great 
number of studious men, at different periods, among| These are the principal motives which have d¢ 
various nations and religious sects. 
tempted, by uncommon labor, to discover its origi. 
nal principles, and through them re-establish it, as} As the translation contained in the second pat 
well as (of course) the right sense of the words. 
Not only Christians, but Jews, and even Mahome. 
tans, rivalled in zeal for it: but in vain have many | from the preliminary discourse, thatis, to the state 
among them spent their whole lives in the enter. ' ‘ 


Its title page is— 


all languages. 


of etymology. 


It is in this dialect, 
The Julmuds are 


This loss of a 


Many have at- 


and theellifice which they sometimes raised, With a 
thousand struggles, for want of a good foundation, 
crumbled down at the leasttouch. The author will 
not hesitate to say that he knew, long before, the 
rock on which they all had been wrecked, and would 
not have ventured on ‘a sea covered with the testi. 
monies of their misfortunes, if peculiar circumstan. 
ces had not brought him again to the subject almost 
Without perceiving it. His studies were, at first, 
directed to another object. A work oh archeology, 
embracing the whole history of the earth, fixed his 
attention. When employed in deep researches about 
the principal language of Asia and Africa, he was 
led to examine the Hebrew he had studied in his 
youth, just after the manner it is generally learned, 
that is, very imperfectly. This language, interest- 
ing under various points of view, attracted the more 
his notice on account of having not got acquainted 
with it by the usual channels, either of the Latin or 
Greek, but by languages that had more analogy with 
its origin. ‘Che uncommon path he had taken, de. 
termined the irregular manner he adopted, to con: 
template the same; and what many learned men had 
invain attempted to do, he accomplished. Without 
difficulty he discovered the principles of the He- 
brew, and rendered himself capable of ascertaining 
the sense of its terms, not through the knowledge 
of the Greek and Latin translations, most of which 
are erroneous, but by an intimate knowledge of its 
genius. Looking, then, with an investigating eye, 
on the inestimable monument, transmitted to us by 
the Hebrews, that is, into the Sepuer of Moses, he 
saw in it many things, which, in relation to morality, 
and philosophy particularly, might be vastly inte- 
resting for humanity; and he was of opinion that 
in this book, come out entire from the sanctuaries of 
Thebes and Memphis, we possessed, without think- 
ing of it, al/ the sciences of ancient Ezypt. 

This discovery was for the author a strong mo- 
tive for making an attempt to restore the Hebrew 
language, wirich could facilitate their knowledge 
but he had not that motive alone—for in agreeing 
with those who have employed their time on the 
matter, that Hebrew did not differ from the ancient 
Phenician language, respecting its radical form 
what a vast light could not the possession of 1 
throw over the history of Europe, and over the 
origin of the idioms which, in succession of time, 
have appeared in it! Every one knows that the 
Phenicians formerly did for that part of the earth 
what we have recently done for America; that 1) 
they colonized the whole extent of its coasts, civil: 
ized the savage nations inhabiting them, gave them 


to build cities, to form regular societies, and sowed 
in this way the seeds of those harvests of glory 
gathered afterwards by the Greeks and the Romans. 
It is on the language illustrated by these two nz 
tions, that have been formed all those spoken at ths 
time in Europe; it is on their literature that all the 
literature of Europe has been established—and 9 


out these two languages; no methodical modé of 
teaching but must be chiefly grounded on them. 


termined Mr. D’Olivet to write and publish the pr 
sent work. 


mentioned at the beginniag of this account, cannd 
be analized, we shall confine ourselyes to an extrac’ 


ment of the author respecting the advantages which 








prize, ds none could attain its forgotten principles, | must result from this translation: 
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'Phanks to thy publication of the Sepugp, (says 


Mr. d’Glivet,) Moses will no longer be the shelf of 


veagon, and the spectre of the pliysical science. In 


| Lawrence, by order of the common council, in honor 


of general Pike and capt. Lawrence, of the navy. 
Baltimore. 





In our late walks we were asto- 


his cosmogany will no more be seen those disgusting}nished at the many new and beautiful houses that 


contradictions or inconsistencies; those ridiculous 
pictures which afforded such dreadful weapons to 
his enemies. In him will no longer be seen a nar- 
row-minded being, supposing the Almighty, actuat- 
ed only by the most confined views and passions, 
refusing to man his immortality, and never talking 


we saw were erecting, in several parts of our city. 
We are told that they amount to about eight hun- 
dred. The building of that vast pile, the Catholic 
Cathedral church, is resumed and goes on with 
spirit; a large edifice, designed for an Unitariah 
church, is going up rapidly; a splendid church, call- 


but of the soul seeding away with the blood; but ajed St. Paul’s, is just completed, and another epis- 


wise man, initiated in all the mysteries of nature 
uniting to the substantial and enlightened informa- 


copal church is begun; and they have reached the 
second story, (besides the basement) of the centre 


tion which he had acquired in the sanctuaries of|building of that mighty fabric that is to be-the Ex- 


Thebes, the light of his own inspiration. If the 
natural philosopher consults him, he will find in 
this, his work, the accumulated observations of an 
innumerable series of centuries, and all the experi- 
mental philosophy of the Egyptians condensed in few 
worda—he will be able to compare his important 
natural philosophy to that of the moderns, and be ena- 
bled to judge in what one resembles the other, and 
whether it is superior or inferior to it. ‘The meta- 
physician will have nothing to say in opposition, as 
natural philosophy is not born among us; but at 15 
especia ly the philosopher who will discover in tits 
book analogies worthy of his curiosity. Were he io 
have a mind to it, this book will become in his hands 
a genuine criterion, a touchstone by which he will 
find, in any system of philosophy, whatsoever that 
system contains of good or evil: he will, in short, 
find in it the most correct and sublime thoughts ot 
the philosophers from Thales and Pythurgora te 
Newton and Kant. My notes will supply him in that 
respect with many dates; beside, in writing them, 
I constantly had under my eyes the four most au- 
thentic original versions; I quoted them when ne 

cessary; to the other versions I paid little attention, 
for it is known that none of them can be of any 
authority.” 





——— 


CHRONICLE. 


The Franklin 74, capt. Stewart, is rapidly fitting 
to sail immediately for the Mediterranean, to re- 
lieve the Washington. 

The common council of New-York, on the 24th 
of March last, directed that Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th and 
6th streets, in the Bowery, should thereafter be 
known and designated as follows: 

lst-street to be called Chrystie-street, in honor of 
lieut. col. John Chrystie, a citizen of New-York,who 
died on the Niagara frontier during the late war, 
while in the service of the United States, 22d July, 
1813. 


Qd-street to be called Forsyth-street, in honor of 


lieut. col. Forsyth, of the U.S. rifle corps, and who 
died of a wound received in Lower Canada on the 
28th of June, 1813. 

3d-street to be called E/dredge-street, in honor of 
lieut. Eldredge, of New Yorkywho was arrested in 
his hopeful career by the tomahawk of the savage, 
in Upper Canada, 7th July, 1813. 

4th-street to be called Alien-street, in honor of 
Wm. H: Allen, of the U. S. navy, and who died of a 
Wound received on board the sloop of war Argus, 
engaged with the British sloop of war Pelican, 14th 
of August, 1813. ) 
_ Oth-street to be called Ludlow-street, in honor of 
lieut. Ludlow, of the United States navy, who re- 
ceived his death wound on board the US. frigate 
Chesapeake when engaged with the British frigate 
Shannon, 16th Sept. 1815. 


Streets have heretofore been designated Pike and 


change. New streets are continually opening and 
paving, and in spite of “dull times” Baltimore, as 
to improvements, presents a most delightful and 
highly interesting aspect. 

The ‘New-Hampshire State Prison seems to have 
about paid the expences of supporting the institu. 
tion. The receipts and expences are stated as fol- 
lows : 3 

From June 1816 to June 1817. 
Profits of labor including work on the 





state house $4,054 06 
Received from spectators “<75 2 
Notes due the institution, 3,017 81 

$7,147 09 


Besides a considerable stock of manufactures, 
provisions, &c. remaining on hand. 





Pospital expences 150 00 
futerest on monies borrowed 74 81 
Expences of joiner’s shop 180 74 
Provisions 2,385 92 

Cloathing, &c. of convicts, guard, and 
wages of watchmen 3,939 92 
Repuirs and additional buildings 971 iL 
$7,702 50 


New Hampshire. Six ballotings have been had 
in the legislature of New Hampshire to elect 4 sena- 
tor in the place of Mr. Mason (fed.) resigned. » The 
rep. candidate, Mr. Storer, had 87 votes, Mr. Smith 
fed. 83—neither having a majority of the whole 
number of votes (188) the further balloting was 
postponed to the ensuing week. 

Ohic. Itisstated that governor Cass is invested 
with authority from government to purchase and so 
extinguish the Indian title to lands in the state of 
Ohio. The procedure will confer a signal service 
on this most rapidly growing state—a little while 
since a wilderness, and now containing more than 
half a million of freemen. 

The Hudson.” Weare, indeed, much pleased te 
see that the project for deepening the Hudson, so 
as to produce a permanent depth of twelve feet to 
Albany, by the erection of piers to lessen the width 
of the channel, at certain places, seems to be ac- 
cepted as easy to accomplish. Regarding that no- 
ble river as the great out-let and inlet ofan incaicu- 
lable trade to be carried on by our inland seas, bes 
ing co1nected to them by a canal, we hope that no 
reasonable means will be spared to give it every 
degree of: improvement'of which it is susceptible. 
The commissioners of the great canal have borrow- 
ed $200,000 for 6 per cent. stock, issred at par, 
io make a beginning with. 

Miritany. ‘The corps of cadets, belonging ta the 
military academy at West Point, 200 strong, under 
command of captain Partridge, and accompanied by 
their elegant band, arrived at New-York on the 
24th ult. on a visit, or «s a short relaxation f:om 
[their ustral studies. They visited the thesttre in 
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the evening, where the play was the “School for Sol- 
diers”’ and the afterpiece of the “Broken Sword.”’ 
This youthful band astonished and delighted the 
people by the precision and celerity of their move- 
ments and firings. They were reviewed by the go- 
vernor elect of New-York, gen. Morton, &c. 

The U.S. frigate Macedonian, at the navy yard in 
Charlestown, has undergone a thorough overhaul, 
and repair. She was found extremely defective in 
her upper works; but is now one of the firmest and 
most compact vessels of her ciass in the service. 

The U.S. frigate Congrsss, brigBoxer and schr 
Firebrand, are cruising in the guiph of Mexico and 
West India seas. 

Westward. A certain Jeremiah Meade and his 
brotier with their children and grand children, 
thirty in number, lately passed through Pittsburg on 
their way to Indiana. 

Alecandria Inspections, for the year ending June 
11—201,935 bbls. of flour, 6,575 half do. 72 bbls. 
rye do. 6U halfdo. do. 

Crimes. We observe along detail in some of our 
papers, copied from the British journals, givmg an 





account of a certain crime committed in the Isle of 
Man, by a person of great wealth and fortune there. 
Inever see any thing of this sort published without 
recollecting the saying of the Greek philosopher, | 
who, being in a vessel with pirates importuning the | 
gods to protect them during a storm, advised them | 
to hold their tongues, and, if possible, keep it from} 
the knowledge of the gods that they were on board, 
lest the innocent might perish with the guilty. Ver- 
bun sat. 

Mississippi and Alabama. The division of the 
Mississippi territory appears to receive the public 
approbation. A convention is expected to form a 
constitution and accept of the bill for admitting 
the former into the union as one of the states. The 
Pittsburg Gxzette says that gen, Jackson is now su- 
perintending the erection of a national cannon and 
cannon ball foundery, on Shoal creek, Madison 
county, Mississippi territory. He has laid off 30,000 
acres for the use of the establishment. 

Hydrophobia. A case of this dreadful disease, in 
which the patient died in terribie agonies, occured 
in Baltimore a few days ago, supposed to be from 
the bite of a dog about twenty years before, and not| 
then thought mad. 

The president is proceeding on his tour with every 
mark of respect—the last account we had of him 
he was at New-London. Details hereafter. 

The story of the Greek ship Jerusalem (mention- 
ed in this paper) sinking in consequence of the cor- 








rosion of her iron by quicksilver, is now believed to 
be made up for the mere purpose of swindling the 
charitable. 

INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. During the nine years 
of governor Snyder’s administration, 1,710,082 dol- 
lars have been appropriated in Pennsylvania to in- 
ternal improvements. 

Stocks. United States 6 per cents. at Baltimore, 
June 28, 102} a 1024. As the banks pay specie, 
this is the specie value. 

Internal Navigation. We lately noticed a speedy 
prospect of an internal water communication be- 
tween lake Ontario andthe Chesapeake bay—and by 


the Susquehannah, quantities of goods are Beceived, 


at Baltimore every year from the western parts of 
the state of New-York. We cbserve in a late Pitts- 
Surg paper that lumber has arrived there also, 
brought down the Alleghany, from the same state. 
It is supposed that pot and pearl ashes, so import- 
ant to the manufactories there, will soon follow, 


try are we blessed with—every way intersected with ' 
streams to invite us to union, by making it our in- 
terest to love one another. 

Employment for shipping / In the absence of g 
better business, we have several cases of vessels, 
laden with stones, &c. employed to defraud the in- 
surance Offices, by being sunk at sea, with at. 
tempts to make it appear that they have valuable 
cargoes on board, &c. 

Specie. Another vessel has arrived at Charleston 
from Jamaica, with 100,000 dollars. 

Fish. Eleven fishing vesseis arrived at Philadel- 
phia on the 26th ult. with full fares from the banks, 
This is anew branch of industry, which we hope 
msy be well rewarded. 

Atrio. Thomas Jefferson and James Mailison, ex- 
presidents of the United States, and James Monroe, 
our present president, met near Charlotteviile, Va, 
on the Sth of May, to assist in fixing a site for a 
“Central College,” under an act of assembly. What 
aspectacle! Where should we look for its fellow ? 

A certain captain John Parker lately died in 
Massachusetts at the advanced age of one hundred 
and twenty years. 

Hail. There was a hail storm in Washington coun- 
ty, Md. on the 21st inst. which did great damage. 
The hail was generally of the size of a hulled wal- 
nut, and some of the stones were four inches in 
circumference. 

Stages. By an advertisement of the postmaster. 
general, it appears, that after the expiration of the 
present contract, the mail is to be carried in stages 
from Pittsburg to Louisville in Kentucky, (a dis- 
tance of four hundred and forty miles,) in seven 
days. 

A strawberry has been plucked near Philadelphia 
that measured four inches and an eighth in circum. 
ference. 


EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED STATES. 
From a Quebec paper. 

Statement shewing the number of British subjects 
who lately left Great Britain and Ireland for the 
United States of America, and who received, be- 
tween the 10th of March and 10th of May 1817, 
passports to entitle them to grants of land, from 
James Buchanan, his majesty’s consul at New- 
York, to proceed to British North America, chief» 





ly to Upper Canada. 
Farmers 87 
Laborers 37 
Manufacturers 37 
Meclianics 186-—347 
Women 185 
Children * 458—990: 
Of this number were— 
ENGLISH—Men 124 
Women 73 
Children 132—329 
SCOTS, Men 68 
Women 28 
Children $9—178 
| IRISH, Men 159 
Women 84 
Children 238—481 
988 
Number last autumn 349 
Total, 1,328 


Number of applications approved by the consiil 


up to the 30th May, 1658. tat 
Many emigrants are also said to have arrived © 
Canada and Nova Scotia direct from the Britt! 





with supplies of plaster of Paris, &c. What a coun- 


islands: 
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